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For Reflection 
“Faith is different from theology because theology is reasoned, systematic, orderly – whereas faith is 
disorderly, intermittent and full of surprises.” Frederick Buechner 
 
Hebrew Scripture Reading Genesis 12:1-4  
 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as 
the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 
 
Epistle Reading Romans 4:1-5; 13-17 
 
4What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that 
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

Meditation    Our Common Humanity: Abram 
  This morning’s story about Abram—yes, Abram-this story is told before God changed his 
name to Abraham is likely vaguely familiar to us in its telling, but not in the experience. When was 
the last time any of us headed to somewhere we had not been before without the guidance of GPS, 
the navigation screen on the dashboard or listening to WAYZ giving us traffic advice? Especially at 
this time in our life together, when our congregation is seeking to find new and enduring ways to be 
church in this community, in this world, in this time and place—in other words, heading to a place 
we have not been before—it’s entirely possible that we can learn something from Abram to the 
strengthening of our discipleship. 



 

  “God said, ‘Go to the land I will show you...’ Abram went.” 
  Abram did not say, “Tell me where so I can program it for the best route and also know 
my ETA.” Given we are not headed to a geographic location, the sooner we get in our heads that 
there is no ETA, but a life-long journey as individuals and as a community of faith, the less frustrated 
we will be.     
  Abram did not say, “I am not into delayed gratification. Tell me now where I am going. 
then I’ll decide.” Yes, Abram had a choice, as do we.  However, going with God or where God sends 
us is always an exercise in trust of the God who works always in us and through us for God’s good 
purposes. That should be enough info for us to begin the journey.     
  Abram did not say, “I am seventy-five years old. I want to travel, but only recreationally.” 
Nor did he say, “we have been doing church this way since my kids were toddlers. If it was good 
enough for them.... We do not need to go anywhere.  Let the world come to us.”  
  “God said, ‘Go to the land I will show you...’ Abram went.”  It’s the beginning of Abram’s 
story in Scripture and what a story it is.  He leaves Haran with his cousin and his wife Sarai and all 
their household to begin the journey to the land God will show him.   
   Abram went.  As he encountered God along the way, he set up altars to mark the places. 
He made war successfully, honoring God’s rules of engagement.  He was a talented entrepreneur 
and became quite wealthy.  He kept moving toward the place the Lord was showing him.  After 
nearly twenty-five years on the road, they still weren’t where they were going. At this quarter 
century mark, God changed his and Sarai’s names to the ones we know best—Abraham and Sarah.     
  God continued to promise this now ancient couple they would be the ancestors of many 
nations, something the childless pair could not understand.  Abraham was visited by angels, who 
reinforced God’s promise once again, that he and Sarah would bear a very late-in-life child.  But 
even if they couldn’t imagine how the promise might be kept, they still kept moving in the direction 
God pointed.   
  Let’s not mistake these people who lived in another time as simple people. Abraham did 
not simply wander around, doing whatever he was told. One day, he would dare to debate with God 
over the destruction of a city, and he persuaded God toward a more generous mercy.     
   Nor was Abraham a wart-less hero.  When he thought his life and property were in 
danger, he created alliances, twice lying about his wife, saying she was his sister, in order to garner 
local favor and protection.  He and Sarah both continued to struggle with their childlessness and 
God’s promise of heirs. They tried to manipulate God’s promise into being, instead of letting it 
happen.  The result was that his family was torn apart with jealousy, a situation which left Abraham 
helpless and ineffective.  That doubt and inability to respond has left us a heritage of enmity among 
peoples who worship one God differently even to our own day.  
   Finally, Abraham bought land in a strange place to bury Sarah. He remarried and sired 
more children.  He lived to see his son Isaac married, handing God’s promise to the next generation.  
Then he joined his ancestors.   
  God said “Go” and Abraham went.  If I were sitting in a pew this morning, about now, I’d 
be wondering why the preacher was telling the meandering story of Abraham’s life.        
  Why am I telling it?  Because it’s a very human story.  Because it’s a lot like ours. The 
trappings are different, the cast is different, and ours is not a physical destination. Nonetheless, we 
are journeying to the land God will show us.   
  We start out with a dream. We plot a career path. We get married or not. Our names are 
changed to Mom and Dad—or not. We save for retirement and plan how we will enjoy it.   
  Along the way to the places we think we are going, we get frightened and tell lies. We 
take care of a parent. We get sick and can’t travel too far.  Some great gift comes into our lives. We 
can’t protect our children from pain and don’t always know what to do.  We make promises to 



 

church but we get busy. A passion is born in us. Someone we love dies. We welcome an in-law.  We 
disappoint ourselves. A relationship is healed.  We find a vocation. We lose a marriage.  We hold fast 
to what we have, and forget how others and the world have changed in response to our needs. We 
keep and break God’s rules of engagement with the human family. We serve a community. We 
argue with God. Sometimes we win.  Sometimes we lose. 
  I suspect there are very few of us here this morning whose lives so far have turned out as 
we pictured. We want to be the arbitrars of our own fates. The truth is, despite our illusions of 
choice and control, no more than Abraham, can we clearly see or determine our destinations.    
  Why I am telling the meandering story of Abraham’s life? Because his faithfulness was not 
just in the going and not just in the believing. God was present in the meandering way of his life. A 
major part of Abraham’s faithfulness was to recognize that presence.  Abraham understood God 
was present in the journey and not simply waiting at the destination.  In God’s presence, Abraham 
found the hope to look to the future fulfillment of God’s promises. For the most part he acted as 
though they had already come true. For Abraham, believing was not just an intellectual proposition.  
He moved in the direction of the believing.  God showed Abraham the land he lived in every day, as 
well as pointing the way ahead.  Abraham looked at what God was showing him, living into the 
promises along the road.    
  The faithfulness that looks for the presence of God every step of the way; the faithfulness 
that trusts in the promises of God and acts as though they are fulfilled before they have yet come to 
be; that kind of the faithfulness can serve us well and we will serve God well as a result.  
  In a challenging world, believing the promises of God can keep us from being 
overwhelmed by the enormity of the tasks before us.  Believing in the promises of God can keep us 
moving instead of being stalled by despair. For us, the later heirs of Abraham, believing the 
promises of God reminds us that even if we can’t see the final destination of the story we live, we 
know it does not end with death on a cross—and therefore does not end at any of the losses or 
disappointments along the way.  
  In God’s faithfulness, in Abraham’s faithfulness, we can find our own.  Believing the 
promises of God lets us act as though healing can come; that discipleship can thrive, that peace can 
be made; that the hungry can be fed; that justice can be obtained and hope may abound.  When we 
act that way, when we go to the places God will show us, the promises of God can come true 
through us, as they did through Abraham.    
  As heirs of Abraham, believing in the promises of God, blessed with faithfulness, we can 
be a blessing to the world.  As heirs of Abraham, if we but have the wit and wisdom for discernment, 
we’ll discover God is always showing us the land where we dwell and pointing us toward the land 
where we might yet live with all God’s people, numberless as the stars in the sky and the sands by 
the seas.                                                 


