
 

Our Common Humanity:  Adam and Eve 
Preached by 

Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even 
United Church of Fayetteville 

February 26, 2023 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
For Reflection 
 

“An enthusiasm for God’s unlimited grace requires as its corollary a developed sensitivity to human 
limits.”                                                                                                                         Eugene H. Petersen 
 

Hebrew Scripture Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  
 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 
the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 
3Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to 
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 

6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 
Epistle Reading Romans 5:12-19 
 
2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned— 13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is 
not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to 
come. 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses 
brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that 



 

one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18Therefore just as one 
man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
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  It’s a tricky business, striving to be a faithful people. Almost every year, in the 
opening days of Lent, someone comments to me “Ash Wednesday isn’t in the Bible.” That’s true.  
There also are a fair number of religious practices we engage in that aren’t in the Bible in the way 
we practice them.  At the same time, there is a fair amount of Biblical guidance and practice we 
don’t follow. For the most part, that’s okay—as long as what we do or don’t do leads us closer to 
Christ and one another.  In these early days of Lent, the most ancient of all the celebrations of the 
church, the period of preparation for Easter, let’s consider what it is we do and who and what we 
remember.    
 The symbol of ashes is associated with the beginning of the season for two reasons.  One is, 
as many of us already know, in ancient cultures a public declaration of repented sin was to cover 
oneself in sackcloth and ashes.  The other, and for us the more important one, is that ashes are a 
symbol of our mortality—a symbol that grew out of the experience of this morning’s Hebrew 
Scripture reading.  It’s a story that helps shape our understanding of our relationship to God and 
a story that reminds us of the reason for our need to repent in this or any other season. 
 During this time, faithful Christians, engage in a variety of spiritual disciplines so that we 
might more clearly understand who we are and whose we are.  The lectionary text takes us back 
to a story about our beginnings, a story about a couple in a garden thousands of years and miles 
away from where we sit today. Yet no matter how far away, or how seemingly different the 
people or the setting, this is our story too—a story about our relationship with the One who 
formed us and breathed life into us.  
 Preacher Barbara Brown Taylor summarizes the story this way:  "God drew a line in the 
Garden of Eden and said, "Humans on this side.  God on this side.  Tree of life on your side.  Tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil on my side." 
    Now, we can speculate endlessly, and there are thousands of books written on the topic of 
why God drew the line in that particular place.  Whether it was to test or tempt Adam and Eve 
doesn't matter.  What matters is God drew it and Adam and Eve blew it.   
 A friend told me the story of an exchange with her irate four-year- old, who told her, “You 
don’t get to make the rules just because you are the mommy!” She said, "I didn't know what to 
say because, well, because ‘I do.’"   
 Like that child, Adam and Eve rationalized that God's only reason for drawing the line was 
that God was God.  For them that wasn’t a good enough reason.  They used their God-given 
minds and abilities to determine that the consequences for crossing the line weren't so bad.  
Having made that determination, they crossed the line.  In doing so, they left behind the limits of 
their created humanity to enter the realm of divinity. 
  



 

 Like my friend’s child, Adam and Eve discovered God could indeed draw the line wherever 
God willed.  They were wrong about another thing.  The consequences were more significant 
than they thought.  Oh, the serpent was right.  They didn't die.  Yet, they also didn't change their 
natures. Despite their efforts, they remained creatures, not gods.   
 Serving as an additional reminder were God's words to them as they were expelled from the 
garden, "Ashes to ashes, dust to dust. You are dust and to dust you shall return.  Finally, said God, 
“I am still God.  You are still human.”  For Adam and Eve, the result of crossing the line meant 
that their primary experience of being human was about limits, not its possibilities.  
 Part of our inheritance from Adam and Eve, those first humans, is that we don't like, any 
more than they did, someone drawing the line, even if that someone is God.  Like them, we cross 
the line God has drawn.  Like them, we experience the frustration of our limits.  
 But we are not heirs only of Adam and Eve, but also of Christ.  The story of his temptation in 
the wilderness comes at the beginning of the season, not merely because we follow its model of 
forty days and six Sundays of reflection, but because it is as much part of our story as that of 
Adam and Eve.  Three times, during his forty days of temptation, Jesus is tempted—invited—
urged—encouraged—enticed—to cross the line from humanity to divinity.  Three times, Christ 
stays on his side of the line. 
 Sometimes we tell that story as though it were an example of Jesus' superhuman, god-like 
strength.  It's not about that at all.  It's a story about a human being deciding not to be super-
human, but rather, deciding to be fully human. It’s a story about a human being not crossing the 
line, but acting fully and faithfully right up to the line. It's a story that understands it is a gift to be 
human, not a punishment. 
 There will be other times when Jesus will be tempted to avoid closing in on full humanity—
when he will wonder why no one says thank you; if his disciples will ever get it; why they leave 
him alone; or is disappointed because they fall asleep when he needs them to be awake.  There 
are times when he must have been tempted to quit; when he wonders if God’s people are worth 
all this.  There will be times when he not only doesn’t want to cross the line; he doesn’t want to 
go anywhere near the edges of the possibilities of being made in God’s image.  Surely there will 
be a time when he will want to climb off the cross.  
 The season of Lent is a time for us to understand how both of those stories are our story—
how we inherit the shape of our humanness from both Adam and Eve and Jesus.  It is a time for 
self-examination and confession—a time to look into our own lives and name the times and 
places where we have crossed the line, defying our limits, trying to be God, instead of enjoying 
the gifts of our humanity.  Lent is a season for disciplined, reforming spirituality.  It is a time for us 
to choose to cross back over the line.  It is time for us once again to return to a more faithful 
relationship with our creator.  "Humans on this side.  God on this side. It is time to leave the 
territory God has marked as God's own, and live in the garden of our creation. 
 Lent is also time for us to explore the joys and service possible in living as close to the line as 
possible in the garden of our creation—a garden that, through Christ, we have been invited to 
dwell in once again.   It is time for us to acknowledge the occasions when we have refused to be 
all we might be; closed ourselves and others off from the gifts of our creation.  It is time for us to 
repent yielding to temptation—not the temptation to be more than we are, but to be less.   It is 
time to follow more closely the One who shows us how to be fully human.     



 

 Lent is the season of preparation for Easter.  If we really want to celebrate what God does 
for us on Easter morning, we will do it best with a restored knowledge of what we cannot do for 
ourselves.  We will do it best with a deep gratitude for the gifts of our humanity.   
 In the early days of this holy season, let us remember and give thanks that we are human, 
created in God's image.  Let us remember and give thanks that we are human, as Christ was before 
us.  And this Lent, let us commit ourselves to understand more fully what it means to be the 
creatures, both gifted and limited, of a holy God.  Amen. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
 
 Merciful God:  Pour out your spirit upon us, so that through your presence and activity in our 
lives we might be a more holy and faithful people. 
 As we enjoy all the fruits of the garden of life, we remember all the ways the planet needs our 
care....  Make us better stewards of the wonders all around us. 
 As we enjoy the comfort and care of family and church, we remember all those who have 
neither.... Grant us compassion to speak hope to those who despair and faith to those who doubt. 
 As we worship in this place, we remember your people all over the world: 
 The people of Ukraine as war passes its lamentable first anniversary 

The people of Syria and Turkey as they experience the terror of another earthquake even as 
they continue to count their dead and dig out from the rubble of the last one. 

 The people of California and around the nation suffering the impact of severe weather   
Give us the commitment to work for peace and reconciliation. 
We pray in Christ’s name with the words he taught us: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 


