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For Reflection: 
“If the only prayer you ever say is ‘Thank you,’ that is enough.”    Meister Eckhart 
 
Hebrew Scripture Reading:  Psalm 95   
 
1O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise! 
3For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
4In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
6O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. O that today you 
would listen to his voice! 
 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.7-17 
 
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not 
consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? 
God of word and Spirit, we pray this day, you will fill you word, and our words and our hearts and 
minds with your Spirit so that we might understand and respond.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.   

 
 



 

Meditation                        Off-Season Thanksgiving                  Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even 
 
As noted, our young people will gather next week for activities built on the theme of gratitude. I am 
not sure what led the class planners to choose that topic at this time of year, but it is timely and 
obviously a theme I already had planned for today. 
Why reflect on thanksgiving, gratitude and the offering of thanks at a good distance in time from the 
last Thanksgiving holiday and the next one? People of faith are instructed to offer thanks all day long.  
At a time when saying table graces has fallen out of favor in many places, for us, at minimum we are 
offering thanks weekly—in our prayer of praise, in our thankfulness for forgiveness, and in the 
offering of gifts to God made in gratitude. 
If we do that every week, why make a special point of it now? In some ways, this is the beginning of 
our year in ministry, as we hear and review annual reports and see what ministry has been happening.  
It is a time for celebration, which we all too frequently gloss over. (Hint for today) We also hear of 
plans for the upcoming year, elect officers to lead us and hear of the challenges we face, along with 
some opportunities for response. 
It is a lot to absorb, a lot to reflect on, a lot to anticipate, a lot to vision and plan for.  There is a lot for 
us to do. 
With so many options, it can be difficult to tell where to begin. We begin where we have been 
instructed to begin by our faith traditions.  While not the case for all traditions, it is a fact that for 
many traditions, we begin with gratitude.  We seek to serve, we seek to abide by God’s will, not 
because we feel guilt about what we have or have not done.  We do not do it because we are afraid of 
what God will do to us if we don’t. (I am not going to debate or illustrate discussions of personal 
psychology or family of origin practices and beg you to set that aside for this morning.)      
We begin with gratitude to God for all that we have received already: life itself; an amazing creation; 
relationships of love and respect; purpose for our lives, and uses for our gifts. We begin with gratitude 
for the resources to provide shelter, food and opportunities, education not the least among them. We 
begin with gratitude to God for God’s abiding faithfulness, for God’s vision for the world and 
reconciling work in it; for the diversity of its living beings; for a Son to model faithfulness for us; for a 
Spirit to guide and energize us; for a Table to share. 
That’s a lot, but not too much.  I am going to pause here for a few minutes so that each one of us can 
allow the thoughts and visions of our god-giftedness to rise in prayers of thanksgiving. 
...   
 We are also all recipients of a call to serve.  We need to be grateful for that call.  There are not many 
things that turn a life gray and disappointing more than no purpose and no sense that one matters.  
We are called because we do matter to our Creator and because we have the gifts and power to 
respond to that call and so change the world.  We are called to be partners in Christ’s service with one 
another and with our God. 
 We have been called to serve in this community to serve with one another.  We also need to express 
our gratitude that we have these partners in this place. We are not alike in gifts, we are not alike in 
opinion, we are not alike in our passions.  We do share caring for one another and the world; a desire 
to express our faith in ways meaningful to us and for the upbuilding of the community of God.  
  



 

We probably also share a tendency in life inside and outside the church to think thoughts of thanks or 
appreciation but not express them.  In my line of work, that is probably the single thing I hear folks 
express the most regret about.  
 Therefore, so that we might be relieved of regret, this sermon comes with homework. 
 You have no doubt already discovered that each bulletin contains two envelopes.  In each envelope 
is a note card. One of the envelopes has been addressed for you.  You may or may not know the 
individual; they may or may not be named in the annual report; but there is no one among us whose 
presence is not a blessing to us; and no one who has not been blessed with the gifts and graces of 
God. Express appreciation to the one or ones addressed on the envelope.   
 The other envelope, also containing a note card, is blank.  Choose one person in the congregation 
for whom to express gratitude and do it.   
 Complete and mail both cards this week, so that our mailboxes might be filled with thanks and 
appreciation.  
 How do we begin?  We begin, grounded in gratitude.  We begin by thanking God for what we have 
received.  It is from that ground that people find the awareness, the strength and the gifts to serve 
Christ and respond to challenge. 
 How do we continue?  We wrap ourselves in gratitude, in rhythms of thankfulness, service, 
celebration of the community and service again.  It is intentional that this homework is for after the 
annual meeting—reminding us of all we have and being grateful for who we are together.  Gratitude 
is the fuel, if you will, that powers our capacity and commitment to doing ministry in this place and 
time.  So let us all give thanks. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
 
God of justice and mercy:  We come to you in prayer for your whole world and the creation in which 
we dwell.     
 
We pray for people the people who are hungry, who are homeless, who are afraid, who have no hope.  
We pray for those who seek to rescue, to heal, to treat and to make change—and we pray for the 
planet which bears the burden of all of this and more: 
 
We pray for people in every place who experience violence or feel threatened or undervalued 
because of religious differences, racism, fear and all the things that separate people one from 
another.   
 
Most holy God; we pray for a day again when prayers for our nation can simply be part of our liturgy, 
with special remembrance on days of national importance; but in these days we do not have the 
luxury of rote remembrance—we pray for our nation with heartfelt concern and wounded spirits, 
especially remembering as we have to do far too often, victims of gun violence, their families and first 
responders… 
 
Touch our spirits, so that when we go from this place, let us not point our fingers at others, let none of 
us pretend to ourselves we have no fear, we have no personal agendas.  Let us pray for peaceful 



 

hearts and reconciling words rather than judgement and condemnation.  Help us first to be the people 
we expect others to be.   
 
As we pray for leadership, the ones we have and the ones still in our future, make us leaders in our 
homes, our church, our workplaces, our schools and communities—leaders of positive solution, 
reconciling work and hopeful vision.  
  
We pray, too, for ourselves and those known to us.  
 ... 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread.  
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 


