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For Reflection : 
“I shall tell you a great secret, my friend. Do not wait for the last judgement, it takes place every day.”                                                                                     
Albert Camus 
 
Hebrew Scripture:  Isaiah 9:1-4   
 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 
 
Gospel Reading:  John 1:29-46 
 

29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 
 

37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/albert_camus_quotes.html
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Really?!  Was John the Baptist having memory issues—his facial recognition software failed?! 
He didn't recognize Jesus?! Didn't know who he was?!  How could that be? Wasn't he Jesus' cousin? 
Wasn’t he the one who "leapt in the womb" when his pregnant mother greeted the pregnant Mary, 
that cute story they tell ad nauseum at all Jesus' birthday parties? 

Oh wait!  This is John's gospel.  No birthday parties here.  No annoying younger but better 
cousin.  No family albums to search for shared features and connections.   

Yet somehow John ultimately did recognize the one whom we call savior… counselor … 
redeemer. To recognize someone involves a series of steps—it doesn’t just happen.    

To recognize someone requires either having them personally in memory (which according to 
this gospel John would not have had), or being so familiar with someone's described characteristics that 
one can't help but recognize him or her when they are standing in front of us. (Crime procedurals make 
much of facial recognition software, but the recognition software of the human brain is still far ahead.)  
Our recognition software doesn’t require having seen the face or having one to compare it to.   

We can recognize someone based on study or exposure to what a person’s characteristics or 
appearances might be.  

We can, if we are willing to approach the world or its inhabitants with a sense of expectation—
the idea that one might just see someone one has been waiting for/looking for/ hoping for.  

All that seems to come together for John, as gradually his being steeped in Jewish expectations 
of the Messiah and his exposure to Jesus leads him to identify Jesus as the promised one of Israel.  

John the gospel writer never calls John "The Baptist" and never explicitly says that he baptized 
Jesus—although he was clearly present for Jesus' baptism. We are allowed to assume the tradition that 
he performed it is true.  John believed he was sent to baptize so that the Savior might be revealed.  
When he encountered the One on whom God's pleased Spirit rested, he came to understand Jesus was 
the promised Messiah.  John did not suffer a software recognition failure. Rather, he reports to his own 
disciples over a few days' teachings how he came to recognize Jesus for who he was.  Preparation, 
attention, fulfillment.   That is how recognition works.  

Having been pointed toward Jesus, some of John's disciples decided to spend the day with 
him. In response to their questions, he told them to "Come and See."  And so began Jesus' calling of his 
disciples.  He called them into a small and eventually ever-expanding community.  It is the story the 
Church tells over and over again at this time of year, making the leap from the birth of Jesus to the 
beginning of his ministry. 

Most of us do recognize the story, even if we don't always recall when it appears in the cycle of 
stories.  "Yeah. Yeah.  The call of the disciples.  Dropped their nets.  Left everything.  Didn’t ask him any 
questions."  In John's telling, there is no mention of nets or any occupation.  The focus is more on what 
the disciples see or think they see or hope for, or, in Nathaniel's case, doubt they see in Jesus than on 
what Jesus might see in them.  

In order to be willing to follow Jesus, even if it is to learn more about him and what he is up to, 
one needs to be looking for him, to experience need of a savior or a healer or a counselor, or a moral 
center or a model for service.  One needs to have an idea how to recognize the real thing.  Such 
recognition comes from knowing the history, knowing the teachings of the prophets, knowing the 
promises of God, It comes from hanging around with other people who are also looking and have also 
seen, so that when fulfillment comes knocking, together we can recognize him for who he is, when we 
might well miss him on our own. 

We tell these stories over and over again so that we can indeed recall who we are looking for 
and recognize him when we see him.  That might be in a flash of lightning or in the gradual revealing of 
his presence, as it was with John. 



We tell the stories, too, to remind us what we are to do when the occasion arises—when we 
encounter the living Lord and a call to learn or a call to service. "Come and See."  "Follow me." "Come 
and See." Those words echo throughout the pages of the calling of the disciples—of the faithful who 
would come after them.   

Active verbs—calls to get up and go, to come to listen, to learn, to follow, to do.   I would point 
out that while the church certainly needs to be a more effective wielder of social media, Jesus never 
said, "Like me on Facebook" or "Follow me on Twitter."  Following Jesus requires more than keeping 
track of his calendar, looking at snaps of his events and retweeting his pithy sayings.  It requires doing 
something—which is in itself a commitment.     

It gets a little repetitive for us.  We hear this story every year.  Those first disciples only heard it 
once, but that was enough. For Jesus and those first disciples it was a short ministry—for Jesus, three 
years, give or take—just about the length of our elder deacon terms of office   –and, for his disciples, 
not very much longer.  Of course, their terms of active discipleship came to a much messier end than 
any of ours are likely to, but still the idea of short-term active service has appeal.  

Because we might be tempted to think "three years and out,” or "teaching Sunday school 
while my kids are in class and then done forever with church work,” "time to sit in the pews.” or "just 
getting the kids through confirmation," or "just until whatever standard or timeline we set for 
ourselves…"   

Certainly there are rhythms to service taking into account the diverse use of gifts, diverse 
interests and passions, developing personal and family needs and the ever-evolving ministry of the 
church in a changing world—all of which are perfectly appropriate and necessary for individuals and the 
church.  

There are also challenges to that approach.  Undoubtedly, they can create problems for 
congregations, particularly those which aren't mega-congregations with apparently vast human 
resources to tap for the carrying out the ministry of Christ.  But those attitudes also carry with them the 
cost of personal loss for each and every person who decides on nominal commitment or passive social 
media following of Christ and nominal commitment—that by contemporary digital means or the age-old 
bulletins and newsletters.    

The loss is this:  We lose the habit of looking for Christ's presence among us in this time and 
place.  We lose the habit of praying and reading and studying and eating and laughing and crying with 
all the others who are looking and have seen have been found and are lost as we all take our turns 
rotating though those states. 

We lose our ability to recognize Jesus who is a living Lord, present in our world, him when he 
comes this time and again and again.  We lose a sense of purpose or a sense of being needed or 
mattering. 

In the face of a world with pressing problems, the demands of work and school and obligation, 
of providing for retirement—all the effort to save ourselves, we may even lose our memory of why we 
were looking for him in the first place; we may be unable to recall what we discovered when we did "Go 
and See" or follow him or actively, we may forget the promises of God; we may forget that we don’t' 
need to save ourselves because it has been done for us.    We lose.  

We tell these stories again and again so that we do not lose ourselves in a world of competing 
demands and disappointed hopes. We tell these stories for those the sake of those among us who need 
to update recognition software so that we might see Christ in front of us in this day and time.  We tell 
these stories so that we might hear where we are being called to service.  We tell these stories so that 
we might recognize God’s presence in the world and the community of the faithful.  We tell these 
stories to reassure us that we are needed and there is a purpose for each one of us.   We tell these 
stories so that we can recall who we are and Whose we are. 

 



This year, let us tell these stories to one another.  This year, let us look at the world though 
lenses of high expectation and hope. This year, let us come and go and see and serve.  
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves  
 

Compassionate God:  Especially in this week when our nation highlights its continued striving 
and unmet goals in balancing individual rights and public safety, of an upcoming week seeking to honor 
varied faith traditions with respect and without fear, we draw near to you in prayer, freshly aware of 
the challenges of living in secular and sacred communities—among people, even those whom we love 
dearly, or admire greatly and yet with whom we do not agree. 

We come to you in prayer remembering a man whose preaching helped to change the face of 
a nation; on the weekend when our nation is encouraged to serve in schools, churches, nursing homes 
or food pantries.    
We come to you in prayer seeking the guidance of your spirit and the blessings of your peace. 

let us see others with the eyes we wish would see us… 
let us attribute to others the motivations we make our own—of honor, of generosity, of 

working for the best for all; of compassion … 
let us respect the beliefs and spirituality of others—those inside and outside the Christian 

family, as we wish our own to be respected … 
Let us do the good for which we pray and in all things make us the instruments or your peace, possibility 
and purpose 

We pray too for ourselves and those known to us  
In Christ’s name we pray, as he taught us to pray together… 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread.  
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 


